Influence of pravastatin on carotid artery structure and function in dyslipidemic HIV-infected patients receiving antiretroviral therapy.
Forty-two pravastatin-treated HIV-positive patients and 42 sex, age, and smoking status-matched hypercholesterolemic HIV-positive patients not under lipid-lowering treatment were compared for differences in intima-media thickness (IMT) of the common carotid artery (CCA) and aortic stiffness. Pravastatin had no influence on carotid artery structure and function, or aortic stiffness. Age and body mass index were independent determinants of IMT of the CCA. Mean arterial pressure, age, duration of HIV infection and protease inhibitor exposure determined aortic stiffness.